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Touching Your Dreams and Your Children’s
Chapter Four ~ Session Notes SLIDE 1

Title slide. PRAY… then proceed.
As you worked on the last lesson:
You read about being teachable, you created your mission statement and you made some goals for yourself.
Elaborating further on those topics is the plan for this instructional session.
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SLIDE 2

Session Title — Touching Your Dreams and Your Children’s
Greetings, You who are Highly Favored ~ You who are cleaned up by Jesus so you are holy and set apart for a
God fill-life!!! A life that has free and open access to God because of what Jesus did on the cross for us. He will
never give up on you. Never forget that!
(Paraphrased 1 Corinthians 1.2-9 MSG)

2014 © Mandley Consulting Inc.

Page 81

Chapter Four

MEDIA & STUDY GUIDE

SLIDES 3-4

Answer #1
God never gives up on you or your children, that means He never gives up on the DREAMS He’s planted
inside of you or your kids either.
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SLIDES 5-8

Answer #2

God desires the image of Christ to be DISPLAYED to the world through you.

God has had a plan from the beginning of time. Romans 8.29 reveals His plan, “For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the LIKENESS of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”
What does the word “likeness” mean? Dictionaries will say such things as: like, alike, similar to, or resembling. These
definitions do not really explain how to be conformed to the likeness of Christ. This math equation (Likeness +
manner) expresses God’s desire clearly: God wants those who believe in Him to be like Jesus in their own unique
manner. He wants Jesus’ character to be in them while they are being who He made them to be.
The Message says it well: “God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to
shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of
humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him” (Romans 8.29 MSG).
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God has given your children and you your own manner. He wants you to influence the world with righteousness,
goodness and truth. God gets the glory, the honor, and the praise He deserves when His Word, His strength, and
His power are trusted. As you rely on those gifts and qualities, you will consistently see your life reflecting God
doing the things He promises.

SLIDES 9-13

Answer #3

God is looking for lifelong learners.

Most schools in the United States provide help to children with special problems or needs. If a youngster is
handicapped or unable function like most students, someone may be hired to come alongside of him. The school,
the school district and the state require the teacher in a class with special needs children to create an IEP for each
of them. An IEP is short for Individualized Education Plan. Each child in the program has a file containing
numerous written goals the teacher plans to help the child achieve. GOD has an IEP for you. It’s your very own
“Individualized Education Plan.” However, like teachers discover, it is only possible to help children grow and
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reach the goals that have been set, if they want to learn and are willing to cooperate. It is necessary because
GROWTH doesn’t happen by accident.
Every place you go, each interaction you have, everything you read, and all the thoughts you think are examples
of the parts of the IEP that God has designed for you. God is working on specific curriculum topics each day,
week or season of your life. Deliberately creating a growth plan will help you realize the potential God has placed
in you. It will also awaken in you the ability to watch for and listen to the curriculum themes God is using to help
you become who He wants you to be.

2014 © Mandley Consulting Inc.

Page 85

Chapter Four

MEDIA & STUDY GUIDE

SLIDES 14-17

Answer #4

“Dreams that catch our imagination and inspire our wills ALWAYS begin in the mind of God.”1

When you are young your dream may be only a vague feeling of really wanting to “make a difference,” or “go
somewhere and do something.” Your Dear Heavenly Father, the Father that loves you unconditionally, perfectly,
and without harm—is connecting you to your dream. The desire He has planted within you is to touch your
world in a way no one else has ever done.
Philippians 2.13 MSG: That energy (the desire God’s put in you) is God’s energy, an energy deep within you,
God himself willing and working at what will give him the most pleasure. Philippians 2.13 NLT: For God is
working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.
My daughter had a poster in her room while she was going to high school. It said: God Gives Us Dreams A
Size TOO BIG So That We Can Grow Into Them. I loved knowing she realized God had plans bigger than she
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could imagine ready and waiting for the right moments in her life. Like the genetic code that describes your
passions and abilities, your big dream has been woven into your being from birth. Like snowflakes and
fingerprints, dreams are unique, solely yours, and frequently the starting point of your IEP.

SLIDES 18-22

Answer #5
Your dream will change you. God has made your children and you with specific ABILITIES and SPECIFIC
inabilities. He made your children and you, to be exactly who He wants you to be to accomplish the dreams
He’s put inside of you. e dreams God’s given to you will become clearer as your children and you clarify
your abilities and strengths. When family members share their dreams with each other, they will find that they
are creating bonds and CONNECTIONS that become the core of who their family is.
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SLIDES 23-24

Answer #6

e dream alters your schedule.

While the dream waits, the rhythm beats, plod on, plod on, plod on (like the Energizer Bunny). Your dream may
take time to DEVELOP, but God says, “I know the plans I have for you!”
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SLIDES 25-28

Answer #6 continued
right

place.2

God/Jesus will always meet you on the road at EXACTLY the right time and
Bible readers are reminded in Isaiah 64.4 that: “God acts on behalf of those that wait for Him.”

Raising your children or completing school so that you can do the best possible job of fulfilling your dream are
examples that have to do with trusting God. Both of those jobs might seem to keep your dreams from happening.
They are instead, really important places God puts you in to prepare you for ministry. He has the timing down
perfectly for allowing and helping you do what He has planned for you since time began.
Being intentional is about creating a growth plan that will help you turn your dreams into goals. That means
having at least partial awareness of what you want to do, figuring out how to get it done, and being able to tell if
you accomplished it.” Here’s a good slogan: If I plan to learn, I must learn to plan. Mapping out what you think
are the next steps is ESSENTIAL for, “If you don't know where you are going, any road will get you there.”3
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SLIDES 29-34

Answer #7

Goals need to be: “SMART”
Goals help you measure if you have accomplished your plans.
S = Specific
M = Measurable
A = Attainable
R = Relevant
T = Trackable
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SLIDES 35-36

Answer #8

It’s difficult to lead without your own goals and plans in place.

Matthew reports Jesus’ comments about those who lead when they are not helping others grow. “…Ignore them.
They are blind guides leading the blind, and if one blind person guides another, they will both fall into a
ditch” (Matthew 15.14 NLT).
Growth is best when others are ahead of you because, “It is hard to improve when you have no one but yourself to
follow.”4 Being mentored, and then mentoring are big parts of becoming the leader God wants you to be. Jesus
called it being fishers of men.
Look for successful people who are willing to mentor you. Also, remember that your children are studying you,
no matter what their age. You are the model they are watching. Their perception of how well you provided an
example of godly growth will influence many of their choices.
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In parenting, “Methods and goals should be complementary. You want your child to live for the glory of God,
You want your child to realize that life is worth living under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Your methods must
show submission to that same Lord. Methods designed to produce well-adjusted and successful children won’t
work because your goal is not simply success and good adjustments.”5

SLIDES 37-38

Answer #8 continued
Your relationship with God is NOT performance based. His desire is that you focus on growth that brings
love and life to you and others. It is unhealthy and unwise to be goal oriented. It’s not that goals do not need
to be in place or that they aren’t important—because they are. The aim of all your goals is to bring growth and
life to all you do so that God gets the glory.
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SLIDE 39

LEADERS: Hand out the blank
Life-Long Learning Goal-setting Gird available at: www.mandley.com/Barb/pwh.
Goal-setting assignments usually involve making a list of what you want to do. Next, you put in place the plans
for making your goals happen. Filling out the “Lifelong Learning Goal-setting Grid” will be done in a different
manner than the process just mentioned. Anticipating what you might want in the next five years can be difficult.
It is still hard, but not quite as tough to write down the general dreams you have for forty years from now.
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SLIDES 40-48

This slide provides examples of how you might fill in each of the different categories in the column on the
far right side of the grid titled: your age + forty. Once all of the last column is filled out your assignment is
to think through, then write out what steps you need to take 10 years earlier that will help you reach the
goals you’ve already placed in the last column. When the whole grid is filled out, you will have the
beginning of a plan that will help you live to please God and make a difference in the world. The goals you
set are your way of saying to God, “This is what I’m thinking. You are more than welcome to jump in and
change any of these at any time in any way.”
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SLIDES 49-54

Answer #9
ere are eight CAUSES of Stunted Growth that will be discussed here:
a.

Assuming growth just happens. It seemed to you as a youngster that without a plan or PURPOSE
you just grew up. That assumption puts you at the mercy of what you allow others to tell or teach
you. Growth does not just happen. It must be deliberate and practiced consistently. Because you were
involved as a child in the world of school you did not realize that your growing up was being
monitored and planned by your teachers, you school and your state’s guidelines.
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b. Not understanding a growth plan’s basic steps include having your WORLDVIEW firmly in place
and knowing who you are. When young people get to their late teens without a good grasp on these
two basic steps they continue to be at the mercy of what others feed them.

SLIDES 55-57

Answer #9
c. Not being taught to CONTEMPLATE and EVALUATE (reflect/think/ponder) are characteristics of
growing-up that isn’t yet complete. You are becoming like almost everyone else if you accept things
without question for it means you are not really thinking at all.
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SLIDES 58-60

Answer #9

Pain causes everyone to be cautious.

When there is the potential of pain because a conflict is brewing, most people will run from it. There is often a
great deal of emotional pain when you are embarrassed by previous mistakes, have failed, or were not mature
enough to handle a situation well. Pain of any kind causes many folks to to refuse to try again. Wise people have
learned a different approach.
d. Successful people look at FAILURE as an opportunity to grow. They consistently choose to face the
facts about difficult experiences and learn from them. They choose to stay and grow. Those that
shrink back or run away develop the HABIT of leaving instead of learning and maturing.
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SLIDES 61-62

Answer #9
e. Not learning that…“Satan hopes we will take the bait of OFFENSE so that he will have a foothold
into your life to destroy both your relationship with God and your relationship with others.”6
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SLIDES 63-66

Answer #9
f. Fear causes a whole list of EXCUSES that will prevent growth in your life. You may believe it is not the
right time to begin or that it is necessary to know all the steps before attempting to move forward because
you are a perfectionist. Being afraid others are better than you often keeps people from even beginning.
The Message version of Jesus’s words says, “Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the
unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll
learn to live freely and lightly.” e NIV of same verse: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light” (Matthew 11.29-30).
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Learning to handle fear usually means dealing with being UNCOMFORTABLE. It frequently means
taking risks that for the moment leave the future uncertain.
Remember the goal for managing change? In chapter one on page 13 you read, “The goal for managing change
(fear) is to do it with thoughtful risk taking that is beneficial and will produce further opportunities for growth.”
Asking others for support, guidance, and finances to help you do “the doing” that is involved in
your dream is scary. Risk-taking is hard especially when can loose things like money,
relationships, home or whatever is most dear. You might be terribly afraid of destroying your
reputation for being stable and dependable. You maybe proud that you are someone the world
can count on. Dealing with your fears may mean taking the risk of looking foolish, loosing it all,
and being considered a FLAKE! At a seminar involving retirement communities I learned—75%
of all senior citizens wish they had taken more risks. God’s got things planned just for each
person He has created that please Him immensely. Making choices that bring a smile to God’s
heart is a great goal!
Are you willing to trust that He designed your dreams, your will and your curriculum instruction to bring
glory to Him? Your joy will shine from the inside out when you take the risk to deeply trust God. He is the
Author of the Answer to what your heart really desires. And ultimately, when your dream is fulfilled it will be
God’s way of helping others.
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SLIDES 67-68

Answer #9.
g. Consistency is best understood when you know that motivation and the first risk taking steps get you started,
DISCIPLINE is what keeps it happening. The journey is going to be long—The dreamer has setbacks and
frustrations. Scriptures show us the life of Paul, Moses, and Joseph. The dreamer must understand that
setbacks and frustrations, misunderstanding and ridicule will always be part of the process. Each success is
putting a brick in the wall like Nehemiah. 7
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SLIDES 69-73

Answer #9
h. Discipline in a godly life is about getting yourself to DO things you don’t want to DO. When you do
that God receives the glory.
Because you cannot have peace without God, a big portion of experiencing peace with Him involves,
“Disciplining what is UNRULY and HARMFUL within ourselves.”8
To continue growing, some functions are dependent on other actions you need to learn or take. Before you
can begin, there maybe events that must take place. ey have to precede what you want to make happen. It
helps to remember the lessons involved in learning to walk. Each roll, each crawl, each step and each fall
needed to be done so that running became possible. Procrastination and ‘not feeling like it,’ demonstrate a life
that is still about self, not God.
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‘I thought it would be easier,’ is another excuse. The amount of effort you are willing to put into godly goals
expresses your understanding of their worth to God. If its easy it is probably not worth much. Life’s NOT about
getting there—wherever “that” is—so that you can coast. There is ALWAYS more learning to absorb and more
growing to do.

SLIDES 74-77

Answer #10.

It’s important to remember the God of the UNIVERSE is on your side. He will help you
fight the causes of stunted growth.
Proverbs 21.30 ere is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD. You can not fail if
you keep your focus on what God wants and follow your dreams. The Message version of Isaiah 26.3 says it like this:
“People with their minds set on You, You keep completely whole, steady on their feet, because they keep at it and don’t
quit” (Isaiah 26.3 MSG). Go for God’s best in your life! Go for the dreams He’s planted in your heart and
help your children do the same!
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Prayer
Dear Almighty Father,
After all the work we did this week, we are nearly overwhelmed with the scope of what needs to be done to help
our kids become who they were meant to be. We know we need Your help to stay on track and remember their
maturity like ours is a journey, not a destination. Thank You for traveling with us on our journey and promising
never to forsake or abandon our children or us. It is such a privilege to join with You in making this earthly
journey with our children as we watch them become who You have planned since eternity. Thank you for loving
us ALL more than we can comprehend—In Jesus’ holy name we pray. AMEN!
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