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Responsibilities of # Family’s Spi$tual Leader
Chapter ree ~ Session Notes SLIDE 1

Title slide  
I believe that parents are their children’s "rst and most important teacher. I also believe that parents are also 
their family’s priest, the family’s spiritual leader. However I was astonished by what I learned as I wrote this 
chapter. It has caused me to look at how I live and nurture others. It has awakened in me a deeper 
understanding of what it means to be holy. I was amazed to learn that parents who really want to provide their 
children with the ability to live so that God is pleased can use the eight major duties of an Old Testament 
priest as their parenting pattern. I am blessed and privileged to be able to share with you what I have learned. 
We will cover each duty during this media session.
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SLIDE 2

Session Slide PRAY… then proceed.

 PARENTING wi! a WISE HEART

2014 © Mandley Consulting Inc. Page 58 Chapter ree



SLIDES 3-7

Answer #1. Consecrate Yourselves ~ Leviticus 20.7   “Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I 
am the LORD your God.”

Like the priests who spiritually lead the Israelites, parents are to model and teach worshiping God as a lifestyle. 
e NIV Study Bible’s comment on Leviticus 4.3 states: “e relationship of the priests to the people was so 
intimate in Israel (as a nation consecrated to God) that the people became guilty when the priest sinned.”1 (is 
quote and last week’s lecture notes describe your importance as the family’s priest to those following you.)

e "rst action involved in being your family’s spiritual leader (the family priest) is to consecrate yourself. 
Leviticus 20.7 is on the slide, let’s read it together. 
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The Hebrew word qadash means to consecrate; “to set apart as dedicated to God.”2 The use of the word 
consecrate indicates that God wants His children to live separate from the pull of the world. The New Testament 
Greek word chorizo is used in Hebrews 7.26 to explain that Jesus separated Himself from sin3. No matter how the 
world or Satan tried to disguise sin, Jesus avoided it because a pure and holy relationship with God was His goal. 
“He is the kind of high priest we need because He is holy and blameless, unstained by sin. He has been set apart 
from sinners and has been given the highest place of honor in heaven” (Hebrews 7.26 NLT).

Accepting Christ means believers dedicate themselves to working with God’s Spirit. Once they have become 
Christians, they begin choosing to take on the personality and behavior of Christ all of the time. Christian 
parents who want to consecrate themselves add the dimension of observing how Jesus models being the 
family’s priest. As High Priest, Jesus models how to teach consecrating and protecting the heart.

The following list provides some reminder of ways to begin consecrating yourself. These steps will help Christ-
followers keep their sins from being held against them or their families.

• LISTEN to or read God’s Word. Start small — 5-10 minutes daily — This gets God’s thoughts 
about what is right and good into your mind.

• PRAYER makes it possible to communicate with God ALL day. As you tune into His voice, the 
Holy Spirit will remind you to be kind and loving along with the importance of doing what is 
right and good.
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SLIDES 8-11

Answer #1.
• ASK HIS FORGIVENESS when you sin. is keeps your relationship pure, free of dirt, and 

your access to God open.

• Finally, as the Holy Spirit puri"es your heart and helps you do things that please God, you will 
begin to spiritually ‘SEE ’ Him.

Some people have been believers for years but they do not understand the need to consecrate or guard their hearts. As 
a believer, the Holy Spirit is within this person, but not at the core. God’s Spirit has to share that heart with whatever 
else is in there. The Holy Spirit is not easily heard because He is not allowed total control. I know from personal 
experience that a person who does not have God at the center — the command core — vacillates between being 
under God’s control or under self control. This unfortunate person usually has very difficult emotional and 
intellectual battles between what is right, wrong, good or bad.
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SLIDE 12

Answer #2. Guard the Temple ~ Numbers 18.5   “You are to be responsible for the care of the sanctuary 
and the altar….

The Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle, the Temple, and the Sanctuary are words that describe where the Israelites 
were able to meet with God. The Israelites constructed God’s dwelling following His instructions so they were 
able to connect with Him.

God assigned the priests to guard His dwelling, His home. Gatekeepers were appointed to keep undesirables out 
of the temple. They were to keep the godless or wicked from crossing the threshold (doorway or gate) of the 
inner sanctuary. A well guarded “gate” kept the unholy away from the holy. From their position at the gate, they 
were also able to survey the walls surrounding the temple. They wisely made sure the gates and walls were strong.

John Bevere has written an excellent book called, “Enemy Access Denied.” It is in the “Book-of-the-Month 
Mom” Recommends for this chapter because it is about keeping the temple gate shut to ungodly in#uences. 
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Bevere points out that disobedience to God opens the ‘gate of the temple’ so that Satan may enter. Not only is 
personal destruction likely, but a family’s destruction is probable as well.

SLIDES 13-17

Answer #2. 
Bevere states this as two universal principles:

• OBEDIENCE to God keeps the devil’s door shut, denying him legal access.

• Disobedience throws the door wide open, giving him LEGAL ACCESS.1

Self-control is about keeping the gate to one’s own heart shut to unhealthy influences. Unfortunately, everyone 
tends to lack self-control in some area. This is the very place followers of Jesus need to remember to come to God. 
Don’t hide from Him when you spot your sins as Adam and Eve did (Genesis 3.8). Don’t blame Him when you 
have to deal with the sins of others. Instead be wise and seek the Spirit of God’s help if you have areas of 
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disobedience you find out of control. It is the Spirit’s job to help you keep the door shut to thoughts of 
disobedience. A goal of believers is to deny the enemy of their soul access to any part of their life.

The word, “naos,” is the Greek word Paul uses to describe a beautiful, sacred temple in his first letter to the 
Corinthians.5 In the Message, First Corinthians 6.19-20 states, “…Didn’t you realize that your body is a sacred 
place, the place of the Holy Spirit? Don’t you see that you can’t live however you please, squandering what 
God paid such a high price for? e physical part of you is not some piece of property belonging to the 
spiritual part of you. God owns the whole works. So let people see God in and through your body.”

e Holy Spirit doesn’t just want to live within your body, He wants to live in your “naos,” in the heart of 
your being. He wants to make your command core His holy home — His temple. His desire is to help you 
keep your life pure, holy and peace-filled. That’s why the Bible reminds believers to guard their hearts for their 
hearts determines the course of their lives (Proverbs 4.23).

Through the prophet Ezekiel, God can be heard stating His plan. “I’ll give you a new heart, put a new spirit in 
you. I’ll remove the stone heart from your body and replace it with a heart that’s God-willed, not self-
willed” (Ezekiel 36:26 MESSAGE). Consecrate yourself. Choose to stick close to God and He will be right there 
in the center of your heart.

Like those guarding the temple, it is the family priests’ job to keep the undesirable influences of the culture out and 
those under guard safe inside. The family priests’ job is to keep things from crossing the threshold of the hearts 
within their home. They must spot and keep away the things they believe displease God. They are to protect their 
hearts and the hearts of their children.

This Jane Howard quote makes the point that we all need a family. “Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, 
call it a family. Whatever you call it, whoever you are, you need one.”6 When the family is together, each member 
should have a sense of safety and security. They should have the sense that everyone in the family is loved. They 
should feel safe revealing their true selves to each other.

The responsibility of guarding the ‘family’ falls under the family’s spiritual leader’s jurisdiction. All members 
should be continually reminded of their family’s value and of the family’s need to protect their time together. 
Every family gathering will help your children identify what the word “family” means to them. When 
children realize they need renewal or a retreat, godly parents want their kids to run for the safety of their home 
rather than to others. It is also important to teach children that if their biological family isn’t available, the 
spiritual family God’s created is there to help deal with their feelings of loneliness and emptiness while reminding 
them of God’s care and concern (Psalm 68.6 NIV).
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SLIDES 18-20

Answer #3.  Tend the Fire ~ Leviticus 6.12-13   “The fire on the altar must be kept burning; it must not go out.”

After Jesus left earth to go to heaven, each of the praying believers in the upper room had individual flames of fire rest 
on them. That fire symbolized that the presence of God, the Holy Spirit, was now within them. God’s fire is within 
believers. The flames of all fires need to be provided with fuel to keep burning (italics for emphasis).

God starts the holy fire on the altar of each heart when believers accept Christ as their Lord. He wants that fire 
kept burning. Fire tending for your family is a big part of your job as the family’s spiritual leader.

The fire within the heart, needs fresh fuel daily. It is much easier for fires to continue burning when there is plenty 
of fuel available. Those not yet believing in Christ become followers more easily as they experience God’s love and 
hear about Him from those around them. As the family’s spiritual leaders stoke and share the fire within their hearts, 
their children — believers or not — become more aware of God’s PRESENCE.
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Fresh fuel is not limited to weekly church attendance. Stoking the fire has many other aspects. Conversations 
where parent talk about what they learned during personal Bible reading are very helpful. So too is learning about 
the incredible and intricate things God has done to make it possible for each plant and animal to function as God 
intended. It is important to remember to talk to your children about their thoughts, not at them with lectures or 
sermons (italics for emphasis).

Some other forms of fuel might include a devotional reading before or after a meal. Taking time to share the 
awareness of God’s presence during the day pays off in a more positive mental outlook on life for the whole 
family. Practicing scripture memorization and discussing the gifts God has provided, trigger an awareness of God 
deep within each person.
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SLIDES 21-25

Answer #4.  Teach the Word of God ~ Deut 17.11  “Act according to the law they teach you…” (NIV).

Teaching the Law — the Bible—is another priestly obligation. It’s your job to instill character qualities like 
obedient faithfulness in your children. That means it is critically important to keep yourself reading and studying 
the Word of God. Tending your family’s fire and teaching the Word of God are overlapping duties. It is impossible 
to teach what you don’t know and it is difficult to lead well if you are not FOLLOWING God’s directions.

e phrase, “Act according to the law they teach you…” helps parents understand that children need to be 
taught the Law of God. Parents need to know what is in the Bible. Kids need the Bible and the laws of God 
plainly explained at their level of understanding and development. 

Your instruction about right, wrong, good and bad is to come from your knowledge of God and His Word. At 
"rst, your orders may only feel like laws to your children. 
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Consistently enforced rules help children grasp that love comes with BOUNDARIES.

Your knowledge and beliefs about God are visible to your children through your words, actions, and attitudes. 
One bene"t of your personal Bible reading time is that it helps your children see your devotion to God’s 
Word. ey will eventually understand that your dedication to God’s Law demonstrates your love for Him. 
When you share what you have discovered in the Bible, your kids will also "gure out — that is how you have 
learned about who God is. Your children may not personally know God yet, but you are demonstrating how 
they will eventually be able to know and “see” Him too.

Having trouble explaining God to a youngster, join your children’s Sunday school class for a few weeks to see 
how it’s done. Another built-in blessing from your daily time with God is that the stories and situations in it 
will give you ideas about how to make God’s Word come alive. Proverbs are great at providing starting 
conversations and visuals you can discuss with your kids. Proverbs are also fun to create. Let your young 
students create their own wise sayings and watch them increase in common sense.

Talking after church about what the pastor taught or what was learned in Sunday School can be discussion 
starters also. at is, as long as everyone remembers this isn’t a critique of what the Pastor said or how he said 
it. It is the parent’s job to keep the discussion focused on personal adjustments according to God’s Word.

Children love to pretend and act out stories. During a Table Talk session, you might help the kids plan 
different Bible story skits. A couple of old bathrobes, towels for head coverings and you’ve got the beginning 
of some really fun family Bible stories. To help keep teenagers engaged in what the Bible teaches, you might 
have them write one of the Bible stories in a modern day setting. Missionary newsletters are also great teaching 
tools. It is fun for everyone to study maps to learn where the missionaries live. Atlases or information from the 
internet provide stories and pictures about different cultures. All these things make what God is doing around 
the world relevant and more real. e important thing is to "nd ways that work for you and your children to 
get the Word of God into your hearts.

A "nal thought — Church-attending parents usually assume their children will be taught the basics of God’s 
laws in Sunday School. What they frequently do not realize is that Sunday School is not to be the only voice 
about spiritual things that their children hear. Instead, Sunday School should provide information that backs 
up what your children have been learning at home.
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SLIDES 26-28

Answer #5.   Separate them from unclean things ~ Leviticus 15.31   

“‘You must keep the Israelites separate from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their 
uncleanness for defiling My dwelling place, which is among them.’”

The Old Testament book of Leviticus contains long lists of things that made the Israelites unclean. There 
was not yet an understanding of germs and there was no refrigeration so God provided them with 
guidelines for staying healthy. Another part of the priest’s role in those days was to diagnosis the level of 
harm caused by skin rashes or diseases.

In present day culture, parents have the help of the medical "eld to diagnosis physical problems. However, 
parents are the "rst line of defense in assessing the need for medical attention. Parents also need to keep an eye 
on areas such as their children’s need for sleep. ey have to watch what their kids eat and drink and keep an 
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eye on if their children are getting enough exercise. Most importantly, parents need to help their children keep 
their hearts — God’s DWELLING place — free of sin. What things do you think would be on God’s unclean 
list now if He was instructing you about your culture’s TV, movies and books?

All people have to learn to separate themselves from ‘unclean’ things. Pleasing God involves caring for your body. 
That it includes guarding where you take your heart. Christians are not just to keep themselves separated from the 
surrounding worldly culture, they are to choose to focus their hearts’ attention on God. Believers must be careful to 
monitor what goes into God’s dwelling place — their hearts — teaching those following them to continually make 
decisions that will keep thoughts and attitudes pure.
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SLIDES 29-32

Answer #5.  Separate them from unclean things ~ Leviticus 15.31   

David, described as ‘a man after God’s heart,’ wrote, “I will set before my eyes no VILE thing.” In Psalms 
101.3, He gives further guidelines for staying away from unclean influences. In different versions of this verse 
the words vile, vulgar, wicked, corrupting people and degrading things are used.

Disagreeable, horrible, disgusting or dreadful things are also considered by God as ‘unclean and not pleasing.’ 
is verse helps the family’s spiritual leaders sort out what they and their children see on phones, computers 
and TVs. ere are numerous services available to help you monitor your children’s ‘screen time.’

We humans aren’t wise on our own, we are sinners with the built-in desire to want our own way. We, who want to 
be wise, acknowledge that we frequently don’t ‘have what it takes.’ We know it is impossible to be a godly priest and 
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parent on our own. We also know we need the supernatural help of God to enable us to help someone else grow up. 
We understand that it is godly wisdom that makes us wise. Only God can make us SMARTER than we really are.

SLIDES 33-36

Answer #6.  Judge the Unruly ~ Deuteronomy 17.9   “Go to the priests, who are Levites, and to the 

judge who is in office at that time. Inquire of them and they will give you the verdict.”

The rubber meets the road as family lives together. We get to pick our friends but we get what God gives us 
when it comes to family. Working out the personalities and relationships within a family can get very 
intense. As the family’s spiritual leaders, part of the parenting responsibilities involves judging the cases that 
are brought to you. 

Your children are counting on your fairness. They need you connected to the Lord. You need His help to 
keep from getting emotionally hooked into situations. Judges do not take sides. It is important to 
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remember that God is available the moment you need help sifting through the layers of your children’s 
thoughts and emotions. You and your children need your verdicts to help them spot the sinful attitudes in 
their hearts. Their mistakes need to provide them with opportunities to learn more about pleasing God.

As your spouse and you connect in prayer, God will help you judge the especially difficult conflicts your children 
experience. Remember single parent, God promises to be a father to the fatherless and a defender of the widow (Ps 
68.5). He’s the dependable spouse that you can count on for well thought-out verdicts.

Now, turn your attention to the phrase, “who is in office at that time.” If Dad is not home, Mom is in 
office. If Mom is occupied elsewhere, Dad’s in office. Sometimes, if you still feel you need help making a 
wise call after you have prayed, it’s smart to tell a child you are going to continue praying and that you 
want to talk about the situation with the other parent when they become available. It does not hurt a 
youngster, especially once they have started elementary school, to wait for a verdict. The child or children 
don’t necessarily need to be incarcerated or put in time out until the other parent is available, but they do 
need to know there will be parental involvement to evaluate or judge the situation and then consider the 
consequences. Remember, if you are in office, and deem the infraction can be settled by the kids 
themselves, it is perfectly permissible to tell them their case is not worthy of court time.

God knows that it is often wise for older children to spend time waiting for a verdict. Knowing their parents are 
praying and deciding what to do gives kids time to review the conflict and their resulting behaviors. It is good, too, 
for parents to inquire about what the children think the difficulty or problem is. God will help you and your spouse 
sift through what you believe is behind the behaviors that caused a problem. Sorting out what has caused the 
conflict will be easier after you hear all sides of the disagreement. God will help you remember to look for 
indications of self-centeredness, foolishness, or folly. He will reveal to you ways to impart wise verdicts: verdicts that 
teach your kids how to grow and mature so that God is pleased.

This segment about judging the unruly is going to end with the instructions God gave through Moses, “At that 
time I (Moses) instructed the judges, ‘You must hear the cases of your fellow Israelites (FAMILY MEMBERS) 
and the foreigners (PLAYMATES) living among you. Be perfectly fair in your decisions and impartial in your 
judgments. 
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SLIDES 37-38

Answer #6 
Hear the cases of those who are poor (YOUNG IN LANGUAGE SKILLS) as well as those who are rich. 
Don’t be afraid of anyone’s anger, for the decision you make is God’s decision” (Deuteronomy 1.16-17 NLT). 
This part of a parent’s job is weighty with responsibility.

These reminders are from two different parenting authors. This first quote was stated earlier. This slide 
contains the second sentence of it: “God has given us the assignment of representing Him during the 
formative years of parenting. It is critically important to demonstrate God’s love and justice.”7

“You must regard parenting as one of your most important tasks while you have children at home. This is your 
calling. You must raise your children in the fear and admonition of the Lord. You cannot do so without investing 
yourself in a life of sensitive communication in which you help them understand life and God’s world. There is 
nothing more important. You have only a brief season of life to invest yourself in this task. You have only one 
opportunity to do it. You cannot go back and do it over.”8
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SLIDES 39-41

Answer #7.  
Pray for the Army going into Battle ~ Deuteronomy 20.2   When you are about to go into battle, the priest shall 
come forward and address the army. He shall say: “Hear, O Israel, today you are going into battle against your 
enemies. Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not be terrified or give way to panic before them. For the LORD 
your God is the One who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.”

Another duty of the family priests is to pray for those under their care. Though it is incredibly crucial that parents 
pray for their children, it takes time. Fortunately, there are impressive stories from grown adults who as young 
children got up after being put to bed. Their parents thought they were asleep. When these children heard the 
words their parents prayed for them, the impact lasted well into their adult lives.
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This scripture points out that the army is to hear the prayer. It is hard but important to take the time to pray 
aloud addressing what your children are facing at school so that they hear your prayers for them. Asking God to 
help your children respond wisely to what is hard for them will remind them how much you care. Your prayer 
helps you make God’s unseen world more real for your kids. Prayer is your commitment to the ETERNAL life 
of your children — to their abundant life.

SLIDES 42-43

Answer #7  Pray for the Army going into Battle ~ Deuteronomy 20.2   No matter how old your 
children get, no matter what they’ve done — the only time you fail your children is when you QUIT praying 
for them. Hannah and Elkanah’s son — Samuel, tells Israel about his responsibility to them. “As for me, I will 
certainly not sin against the LORD by ending my prayers for you. And I will continue to teach you what is 
good and right (1 Samuel 12.23). It is imperative that you remember: God loves and cares more deeply for 
your children than you do!
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SLIDES 44-47

 Answer #8. Bless the people ~ Numbers 6.23-27 
When praying a blessing over someone you are requesting God’s favor and mercy to be on them. When your 
children hear you blessing them they are verbally reminded of your commitment to doing what God asks of you. 
They are also reminded that you are on their side, you love them, you believe in them, you want God’s best for 
them — in short, you love them!!!

1. Bless and PROTECT them; 
2. SMILE on them (be pleased); 
3. Be gracious (merciful and compassionate);
4. Show His favor toward them (give His APPROVAL); 
5. Give peace. 
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SLIDE 48

Answer #8:  I saved this practical application of the "nal duty for the end of our discussion.

Bless the people ~ Numbers 6.23-27. God commanded the priests to pray blessings on the Israelites they were 
guiding, guarding, and teaching. e prayer He instructed them to use is called the Aaronic blessing 
(Numbers 6.23-27). As you pray out-loud "ll in the blanks below as you speak.

“Tell       this is how you are to bless the people of
       (Your name)

the      family. Say to them, GOD bless you and 
                (Your FAMILY name)

keep you, GOD smile on you and gift you, GOD look you full in the

face and make you prosper.
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In so doing,      will place my name on the 
      (Your name)

people of the     family—I will confirm it by blessing them.”
  (Your FAMILY name)

This ancient blessing is a model of how the priests were to ask God’s divine favor on others. As a blessing and 
prayer, it is frequently spoken by pastors and priests at large gatherings. Just think, maybe a wayward child will be 
reminded of your love if they hear these words spoken over them by someone else.

Wow! As your family’s spiritual leader, think about the merits of blessing your family. When you ask God to bless 
your family members, remember His blessings benefit you all.

Table Talk’s ‘Proverbs One Worksheet’ is a free download at: www.mandley.com/Barb/pwh.

Prayer:

Dear Holy God,
In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus—Your son—tells us to talk to You as “Our Father.” ere is a whole range of 
emotions that can pop into our minds when we say the word “father”. ank You for helping us remember 
that You are the perfect father, the ideal we are to strive to be like. You are a father that loves us no matter 
what we’ve done and who will never leave or forsake us. You’ve also told us in Your word that we are to strive 
to be like You. ank You for providing the help we need by placing Your Holy Spirit—the essence of who 
You are—inside of us when we come to You for Your leadership in our lives. ank You for helping us lead 
our children in ways that please You. In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN
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