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An Accurate and Effective Worldview
Chapter One ~ Session Notes SLIDE 1

Title slide 
I loved being a parent and you have to know I love being a gramma. I loved the mental effort involved in 
trying to help my children grow up well. I love studying all the different pieces and parts of life that parenting 
encompasses. I loved sharing my philosophy of how life works with my children as they grew up. I’ve recently 
learned more about the Greek word, ‘philosophia.’ It is “a compound of phileo and sophos, which is the famous 
Greek word for wisdom. When these two words are compounded together into one, it becomes the word 
philosophy, which is a love of wisdom.”1

Parents have the privilege of being with their children as they examine rocks, bugs and the sky while they 
teach their kids about sand, butterflies and airplanes. To answer their children, parents find themselves 
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wrestling with questions like, “Why is the sky blue?” or “Mommy, what makes me burp?” Those questions 
automatically make your children little philosophy students and put you, Mom and Dad, in the position of 
being their philosophy teacher. During this study you are going to have the opportunity to make sure your 
philosophy is one that demonstrates God-pleasing living.

Philosophers make conscience decisions about what their worldview is. They check out different ideas, 
views and theories that others have proposed. The information they gather helps them form and then make 
decisions that reveal their beliefs about life.

Besides being the family’s philosophy teachers, parents are usually trying to instruct their heirs in how to live in 
the midst of a world that frequently seems crazy or out of control. All the while they are striving to pass along 
social skills that help their kids respond appropriately to life’s circumstances and keep their children safe.

SLIDE 2 

Session Title PRAY… then proceed.
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SLIDES 3-8

Answer 1. Parenting is about being INTENTIONAL. Being intentional means not only knowing what to do, 
but also, PLANNING how it is to be done, calculating the costs, and doing what it takes to accomplish your goals.

Your WORLDVIEW is what you believe about the how the world works. Good parents, effective parents, 
wise parents, want their philosophy, their worldview, to be sound. Many people don’t realize they have specific 
ideas and attitudes about how life works until someone else points out the inconsistencies between what is said 
and what is done.
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SLIDES 9-12

Answer # 2. 
A godly, accurate personal worldview will help you battle the media and Hollywood’s INFLUENCE as they 
tempt you and your kids to adopt their worldview. ere is a BATTLE between good and evil that is part of 
the worldview Christians use to explain life here on earth.

1. Hollywood’s producers, directors and actors hope you will ignore the battle between good and evil 
and absorb instead their view of modern culture without questions. 

2. They encourage their watchers to believe that their ideas and products are what really matter. 
3. The people promoting Hollywood’s influence and those not living for God do not want you to 

wonder if their influence will get you to your desired final destination.

God wants your worldview to be centered on Him; He wants your worldview matching His. He uses His 
Word to help believers understand that there is an eternal world that is very real. In the Bible, God shows His 
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children through historical accounts, wisdom literature, prophesies and letters to churches what His followers 
should believe and think, how they should act, and how they should relate to each other.

If your life has a solid Christian worldview in place you will be able to help your children. You will guide them 
in their understanding of what is going on in our world. You will also help them learn to function in a manner 
that glori#es God, the Creator of it all.

Genesis 1.26 says that man, (Adam) is created:
• In God’s image.
• He is to responsibly “rule over the #sh in the sea, the birds in the air, the cattle, 
• and, yes, Earth itself, 
• and every animal that moves on the face of the Earth” (MSG).

God gives people and animals both life, but He’s given humans something more.

Worldview matters a lot more than you might think.
a. For example, if you believe humans have evolved from apes, there is a logical assumption that 

can be made. Like animals, life for you is totally focused on surviving and making offspring.

b. If life is just about surviving what harm is there in saying that individuals don’t need to be 
held accountable for behavior that harms others.

c. Humans are different from animals. In your first lesson, page 18, the point is made that 
humans are unique—they get to choose their eternal destiny.2

d. Parents need to help their children understand that the result of their choice concerning 
eternal life lasts FOREVER—a very, very, very long time. 

MEDIA & STUDY GUIDE

2014 © Mandley Consulting Inc. Page 31  Chapter One 



SLIDES 13-16

Answer #3.
Living by God’s STANDARDS means you have a Biblical worldview. 

Your awareness of God’s worldview and how to please Him will help you teach your children how to 
OPERATE under the authorities God has put in place.

God’s Word, His laws, His decrees, His principles, and His parenting style are the ULTIMATE authority.
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SLIDES 17-22

PLEASES

SOUL
ETERNITY

THEIR

4. Only God is so BIG that He can do as 
He                   .

He gives humans a            that will live forever. 
Where your soul spends              has to do 
with your choices. Your soul is in your hands, 
just as your children’s souls will eventually be 
in             hands.
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Answer #4.  
Only God is so BIG He can do as He PLEASES. As Genesis 1.26 states, God created man. (Psalm 135.6 tells 
more. The NIV says: The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all 
their depths.) The Message says: “He does just as he pleases—however, wherever, whenever.” 

It pleased God to make humans in His image. 

a. He gives humans a SOUL that will live forever.
b. Where your soul spends ETERNITY has to do with your choices.
c. Your soul is in your hands, 
d. Just as your children’s souls will eventually be in THEIR hands.
e. How we treat others matters. 

MEDIA & STUDY GUIDE

2014 © Mandley Consulting Inc. Page 33  Chapter One 



f. Your worldview impacts how you choose to behave. It in$uences your beliefs, perceptions and 
thoughts in every situation or circumstance you face.

SLIDES 23-25

BLAME

JUST

5.  What God allows… 
does not always please His followers. 

Sometimes humans do not like what happens 
here on earth, so they               God for the 
things that are bad. It is God’s pleasure to 
be           . 
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Answer #5.  
What God allows… does not always please His followers.

Humans do NOT always see God’s goodwill. Sometimes humans do not like what happens here on earth, so they 
BLAME God for the things that are bad.

People get angry when children are harmed. They often forget Adam and Eve’s choices brought sin into the world 
and when children are harmed or die it is because sin (which is evil) is rampant on earth. For God to intervene in a 
situation that harms children He would need to take away the very gift that makes humans the unique individuals 
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they are. He would have to take way a perpetrator’s free will. Humans then become robots, machines incapable of 
love. It is God’s pleasure to be JUST. In eternity when revenge is appropriate God will do what is right and fair. 

From your notes, read the additional information about God from the NLT’s version of Psalm 11.4. 
It states, “But the LORD is in his holy Temple; the LORD still rules from heaven. He watches everyone closely, 
examining every person on earth.”

God sees it all, knows the motives of everyone, understands every emotion and cries with those who are hurting. 
For those who focus on God’s character, those qualities help remind them that He is good, He is righteous and 
He is just. His justice will be known. His eternal plan involves judging everyone (Hebrews 9:27).

A Story:

A toddler was sitting on the floor of her parent’s closet playing in the shoes. After a few moments she realized that 
something was tickling her head. Grabbing, she pulls down over herself the dry cleaner’s bag hanging above her. 
She’s giggles at the filmy stuff wraps around her. Her daddy grabs the bag! She is not only startled, she is angry! 
Her daddy whom she dearly loves took away her new toy! She screams and arches her back in her frustration. No 
matter how much she yells, he will NOT give that dangerous item back to her. He loves her… and understands 
her anger. The tears welling up in his eyes demonstrate that he understands her frustration. BUT, he knows that 
she could easily die if he allows her to do what she wants. Frequently, if believers wait to see God’s hand in a 
situation they are reminded that they can always trust His heart. For… God so loves the world!
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SLIDES 26-29

Answer #6. 
God’s all-powerful and reliable authority means He knows every detail of this world because He is the 
Originator, and Designer of it ALL! EVERYONE is under His authority. Even though many do not act like 
God is the Creator, the fact is, all people are responsible for how they respond to His authority.
Psalm 93 is a majestic statement of faith. Hope for God’s reign on earth and verse two remind readers that God is 
all about eternity. The Message words it this way: Your throne ever firm—you’re Eternal!

Since God can do whatever pleases Him in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths, that 
makes Him a whole lot bigger than humans can even begin to imagine. Since He is from all eternity, examines 
lives and is seated on a heavenly throne that puts Him in a powerful position of authority in all people’s lives.

Humans are indeed blessed that God wants an INTIMATE relationship with His children. He is willing to 
share His DREAMS, desires and expectations. He provided His Word, the Bible, so that no one is left in the 
dark WANDERING around or wondering what to do.
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Are God’s presence and authority a point of struggle? Lee Strobel’s books “The Case for the Creator,” “The Case for Faith” 
and “The Case for Christ” are excellent resources that have helped many think through the evidence that God exists.

SLIDES 30-33

Answer #7.
Powerful bene#ts of knowing your worldview include: understanding its end result and being able to transmit 
it to others. Even before they can comprehend what a worldview is, the children following you will experience 
the SECURITY of it. As they grow they will sense that you have an accurate understanding of the world. 
ey will #nd comfort in knowing that God and you have a plan in place.

What “right” does a parent have to tell a child what to do, how to do it, or when it must be done? Parental 
authority is given to parents by God. From Romans 13:1 (NIV) you hear Paul saying, “Everyone must submit 
himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities 
that exist have been established by God.”
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Do you see it? Everyone must submit to governing authorities. As a parent, you are the governing AUTHORITY 
in your children’s lives. Did you also notice that all authority and authority positions are God’s doing? It is critical 
however, that parents evaluate what their authority looks like, and how much authority sinful human parents have.

Paul explains further in Colossians 1.16 that… “For by him [God] all things were created: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him 
and for him.” Your position of authority is created by God and it is FOR Him—He put you in charge!

SLIDES 34-35

SEARCH

8.  God’s given you a sacred trust!

He wants you to succeed and He’s more than 
willing to help. He likes those who ask 
questions, seek His counsel and                His 
Word for the answers.
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Answer #8.
With a Biblical worldview in place, loving parents choose to remember that they are under authority and 
accountable to God for how they treat their children.

You’re in charge, God’s given you a sacred trust. He wants you to succeed and is more than willing to help. He 
likes those who ask questions, seek His counsel and SEARCH His Word for the answers.
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SLIDES 36, 37, and 38: Quotes of Well-known Parenting Authors. 

As today’s session ends my hope is that you ponder these final thoughts.

SLIDE 36

James Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family and numerous parenting books like “e New Dare To 
Discipline” tells parents, “God has given us the assignment of representing Him during the formative years of 
parenting.”3
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SLIDE 37

The author of “Shepherding A Child’s Heart,” Tedd Tripp, provides additional points about representing God. He 
says: “God calls his creatures to live under authority. He is our authority and has vested authority in people within 
the institutions he has established (home, church, business, and state).
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SLIDE 38

You must not be embarrassed to be authorities for your children. You exercise authority as God’s agent. You 
may not direct your children for your own agenda or convenience. You must direct your children on God’s 
behalf for their good.”4

In the world today many children are greatly anticipated, planned for and desired. Unfortunately there are also 
those that are unexpected, and considered a “surprise!” God KNOWS exactly to which parents He has given each 
child. No birth, no baby’s conception, catches Him off guard. It is with His permission that our bodies are able to 
create babies. When that new life is created in the mother’s womb, God places the parents in a position of 
authority in that child’s life. It is also with God’s permission parents assume the leadership responsibility that is 
involved in raising their children.
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You are the leader of your family, your job is to be growing in your knowledge of God. Your wisdom is 
demonstrated as you learn how to apply God’s precepts and laws so that your children know His love and 
grasp His view of the world. 

Prayer: 
Dear and Precious ABBA,
You are amazing! You not only count the number of hairs on our heads, but you know each breath we take. You 
love our children more than we do. We are committing this season of learning to You and thanking You for 
lavishing Your love on us as we work hard to fit time into our lives and our schedules to learn more about You and 
raising the children You’ve given us. 

In Jesus’ name we pray! AMEN

I’m glad you are excited about learning how to do the best job in the world. I look forward to sharing with you in 
the next lesson. BjM
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